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To our dear Minyannaires:
We hope to resume services
just as soon as it is safe to do so.
We will keep you posted.
Shabbat Shalom.

Community Members:
Rabbi Betesh is available to you Jewish or personal issues
Simply call: 310‐709 0323
Or Email: rabbibetesh@ feretrafael.org

March 20-21, 2020 | PARSHAT VAYAKHEL-PIKUDEI—SHABBAT HACHODESH

Shabbat Candle Ligh ng: 7:14p Shabbat Ends: 8:08p

GOD & THE CORONAVIRUS
What Could Be The Meaning of a Virus Forcing Millions into a “ meout” of
Quaran ne and Seclusion? Rabbi Benjamin Blech, Aish.com
Coronavirus is now oﬃcially a global pandemic. Suddenly we ﬁnd ourselves smi en by
a plague of biblical severity.
Passover asks us to remember the 10 plagues which God sent against the Egyp ans.
With the help of the Bible we know the purpose behind these aﬄic ons of a people.
God had a plan. Egyp an suﬀering had meaning. What makes our contemporary
anguish so par cularly unbearable is its seeming incomprehensibility.
In the age of the prophets there would’ve been an eﬀort to discern some divine
message in this global tragedy. But today we somehow assume that scien ﬁc
knowledge precludes the possibility for including God as part of the management of
the universe. A er all who can argue with Louis Pasteur and Robert Koch who, in the
la er half of the 19th century, proved the germ theory of disease – that pathogens too
small to see without magniﬁca on are the true cause of illness. Germs are the villains
and viruses are the sole reasons for the presence of diseases which determine whether
we live or die.
And I dare to ask: Doesn’t belief in God demand that we merge the germ theory of
disease with the convic on of faith in a supreme being who actually decides where,
when and how far viruses spread?
Please understand exactly what I’m saying. Maimonides long ago made clear that it is
our obliga on to ensure our good health. We can’t simply rely on God; God has made
us his partners in our quest for longevity. Hygiene is a mitzvah; it's an obliga on.
Taking care of our bodies is a spiritual requirement akin to protec ng our souls.
When we are directed by doctors to wash our hands we are required to do so by
Torah law. But the ul mate decision of life or death remains, as we make clear every
year on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur when our fate is sealed, with the Almighty.
That is why I’m amazed that of the countless sugges ons for how to counter and to
cope with the coronavirus we hear so li le of the word God and the possibility that this
global pandemic brings with it a profound divine message.
I am obviously no prophet, but here is a thought that I think is worth considering and
taking to heart. Every parent knows that one of the most obvious responses to a child’s
misbehavior is what is commonly known as a “ meout.” The child is restricted from
enjoying pleasurable ac vi es. The child has his normal life disrupted. The child is
encouraged to reﬂect upon his disobedience. Is it too much to consider that as our
world con nues to sink ever lower in our commitment to virtue that God responded
with a virus that has forced millions into a “ meout” of quaran ne and seclusion?

The 10 Commandments are the biblical source of the most basic system of ethical
and moral behavior. They represent the primary jus ﬁca on for our con nued
existence on earth. And the commentators took note of a remarkable number. In
the original Hebrew, the language in which the commandments were inscribed by
God on the two tablets, there are exactly 620 le ers.
620 would seem to be a number with no par cular theological signiﬁcance. It
would’ve been perfect and readily comprehensible if there were exactly 613 le ers
in the 10 Commandments. Those are the numbers of mitzvot given to the Jewish
people in the Torah. The 10 Commandments are the principles inherent in all of
Jewish law. But what is the meaning of 620 le ers? The rabbis explained. While the
number of mitzvot for Jews is 613, the number seven represents universal law –
what is commonly referred to as the seven laws of the descendants of Noah,
required as a minimum for all of mankind. And 620 of course is the sum of 613 and
seven, the totality of divine guidance for both Jews as well as the rest of the world.
The commentary does not end there. 620 is the gematria, the numerical value, of an
important Hebrew word, keter, which means crown. A keter – a crown – is placed on
top of every Torah scroll. The symbolism is obvious. The crown above the Torah
demonstrates the rela onship of the 10 Commandments to the rest of the Torah.
From the 10 – in number of le ers 620 – we have the principles which subsequently
found expression in the en rety of the Torah.
The keter – the crown – is the most powerful symbol of our connec on with God.
The word corona – as in coronavirus – comes from the La n word for crown.
Perhaps we need to consider the world’s present aﬄic on not just in the context of
a disease caused by pathogens but as a divine message reminding us that we have
been given our lives to invest them with meaning and virtue as deﬁned by God's 10
Commandments.

IN MEMORIAM—אזכרות
Yaacov Ibgui ben Simi, z.l.
Yosef Lasry zl
Avner Ozer ben Messoda zl.
Yitzchak Meidar ben Esther zl
Mordechai ben Yitzchak Lasry, zl
Moshe ben Milia zl.
Yossef Chaim ben HaRav Benyamin ve Solica Amar
Miriam bat Rachel, z.l.
Yocheved bat Sarah, z.l.
Mazal bat Alisa, z.l.
Esther Be to bat Aiza, z.l

Lorrie Schneider, z.l.
Levana Badreia bat Sarah, z.l.
Dina Ibgui bat Frecha, z.l.
Aziza bat Rachma Abou, z.l.

Avraham ben Aziza, z.l.
Shlomo Ibgui ben Simcha zl
Ephraim Landa zl
Chasdai ben Avraham Zedaka zl

